Changing continent.
The need for better health care in South America is mirrored by the need for more, and better trained, nurses. Yet in many countries, nurses continue to have poor pay and conditions, as well as low status. Average monthly salaries in South America are in the range of 225 pounds to 281 pounds. While nurses typically work a 45-hour week, many moonlight to boost their income. Nursing remains largely unregulated except for laws which cover all healthcare staff. Low salaries are a major incentive for nurses to emigrate or leave the profession altogether.